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Dear Leon County Reading
Council Members,

In the words of Junie B. Jones,
A Wowi e, wo w, wo
County Reading Council has had
a wonderful year under the mag-
nificent leadership of Linda Heller.
Membership grew to over 850
members.

The Spelling Bee, Mini-
Conference, and Poetry Jam were
very exciting events that will con-
tinue to flourish this year. In addi-
tion, we will begin a new project
titl ed, ABooks i
and parents will find books in the
most unusual places. Grocery
stores, dentist offices, even dance
studios will be supplied with a vari-
ety of books to encourage reading
while waiting.

Our brightest accomplishment last
year was the First Annual Mini-
Conference held in April at Chiles

dent s
"and Debbie Warner:

Message

High School. This conference
united educators, vendors and au-
thors from around the area. Deb-
orah Wilesd | unc
ply captivating! She is truly a
painter of words and inspires us to
bring out the words in children by
using narrative stories. Many other
presenters shared and promoted
literacy. We hope the Conference
will become a staple each year in
the Leon County Reading Council.

As this year progresses, we are go-
ing to encourage and support read-
ing by helping children and adults
ali ke ADiscover {
book.

Take a moment to reflect on your
talents and how you can help the
Leon County Reading Council grow
this year.
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Literacy Award Winners for 2006

by Shannon Ayrish

- 2007

The Leon County Reading

Council (LCRC) works to promote
literacy at all levels throughout the
community. We are fortunate in
Leon County to have so many tal-
ented and dedicated educators,
volunteers and parents who work
hard to provide

literacy needs.

The Reading Council recognized
the following individuals who have
made outstanding literacy contri-
butions by presenting them with
the LCRC Literacy Award at our
Literacy Conference on Saturday,
April 21, 2007.

Below are excerpts from the in-
troductory speeches made at
the Conference.

When Evelyn Florence be-
came president of the Florida
Reading Association in 1999
(she invited me) to join her on
the State Board as Co-Chair of
t he Childrenés
Not only did | appreciate meet-
ing leaders in the literacy move-
ment from around the state, but
| saw the critical role Evelyn
played at the state level. Just
as she has made this confer-
ence the success it is because
of her hard work and her ties
around the state, she has done
the same thing on the state and
national stage to help involve
teachers and interested adults
with the movers and shakers in
our field. Her tireless efforts to
obtain authors and funding for
our reading council and state-
wide conferences have bene-
fited countless people, educa-
tors and children alike.

As a classroom teacher, Eve-
lyn was always working out
ways to help her students, edu-
cationally and financially. This

carried over to whatever faculty
she was a part ofd you could
count on Evelyn to get her job
done and help everyone else do
a better job, also. She has
served on numerous commit-
tees and as President of our
local council, our District Direc-
tor, Board Member and State
President of the Florida Reading
Association.

Now, as a retired teacher, Eve-
lyn has taken a leadership role
in the retired t
tion and will be president of this
group next vyear. She still
serves on the FRA Board. She
is a mentor for new teachers
through Leon County AND she
is back working part-time at
Apalachee in the after school
program to keep helping chil-
dren. Just when you think how
does she do it all, she has de-
cided to go back to school to get
her reading endorsement on her
certificate. She truly is our En-

B ergizer Bunny and never stops

amazing me with her involve-
ment in teaching, teachers, and
children. Thank you, Evelyn, for
all you have done and continue
to do to promote literacy for all
in our community, our state and
the world.

-Sharon Hartman
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Terry Temples is an instructional
aide at Hawks Rise Elementary
who provides intervention tutoring
for struggling readers. She works
with small groups and individuals
on a daily basis. Mrs. Temples has
an education degree and a back-
ground as a classroom teacher,
which provides a foundation for
her well-informed instructional de-
cisions and effective implementa-

tion. As a true reflective practitio-
ner, she continues to seek training
in specific programs and has stud-
ied independently to learn about
current research and reading
strategies. While well-informed
teaching makes Mrs. Temples

. very effective in her reading tutor-

ing, her greatest strength is the
relationship she is able to form
with each individual student.

-Susan Koehler
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As a Media Specialist, Louise
Freeman has fostered a love of
literature at Hartsfield School.
She has always been very suppor-
tive of the Leon County Reading
Council, serving as the Building
Rep for over a decade. Louise
continues to support the Reading
Council and can be found at Vote
4 Book Sessions as well as Build-
ing Rep meetings, the Writing
Contest, etc. Anywhere you find
the Reading Council, you usually
find Louise Freeman!

Loui seos
far beyond her school and the lo-
cal reading council. Louise has
been a State Board member of
FAME for many years as well as
the state technology board. She
helps plan their state conference
which brings outstanding speakers
to our state to interact with media
specialists and teachers.

For all the ways that Louise con-
tinues to share her literacy skills
with children and adults and for
her many years of loyalty to the
Leon County Reading Council, we
thank her and wish her the best in
her retirement!

-Mary DeHoff

l'iteracy
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By Debbie Warner

A Capital I
First Annual Mini

dea: Leon

-Conference

In April the Leon County Reading Council held
the first ever mini - conference in Tallahassee.
The response in the area was amazing. The
cafeteria at Chiles High School was filled to ca-
pacity with educators and vendors. The atmos-
phere was electric when the breakfast speaker,
Dr. J. David Cooper, spoke to the group. He
spoke of struggling readers and ideas to help
them catch up. It was a great start to the day.
We want to thank Houghton-Mifflin again for
sponsoring our speaker and the breakfast buf-
fet. The food was delicious.

Break out sessions began at 9:30. There were
a variety of choices and the response from par-
ticipants was overwhelmingly on the positive
side. There were two morning sessions, and the
choices included Dr. J. David Cooper, Michael
Shoulders, Sylvia Lewis, Miranda Free-Link,
BethAnn Smith, Jacky Egli and Jon Rossi. Also
during the morning many exhibitors were set up
and could be visited by all.

At lunch (Provided by SRA, Macmillan, and
Glencoe/McGraw Hill) we were entertained and

inspired by Deborah Wiles. Thank you to Har-
court School Publish-
ers for making her ——
visit possible. Ms. md -l - N S

Freedom Summer, to i
name a few. She
was a charming and
lively speaker
made the characters

in her books come alive as she talked. She
Per son
0]

focused on AUsing
Classroom with the
Literatureo.

The day was ended with awards and the draw-
ing for door prizes. It is hoped that this will be-
come an annual event for Leon County. A
huge Thank You to Evelyn Florence who or-
ganized and put this conference together!

See more pictures of the conference at
http://Ilcrc.pbwiki.com/Conference

Officers Attend FRA Leadership

From left: Shannon Ayrish, LCRC Vice-President; Eve-
lyn Florence, FRA Board Member; Florence Brainerd,
FRA Legislative Advocate; Dana Letson, LCRC Co-
President; Debbie Warner, LCRC Co-President

who | Shannon, Deborah, and Sharon

Us e

County
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Get Ready for Vote for Books at Barnes and Noble!
Florida Reading Association Picture Book Award

Join us from 9:30-11:30 on Saturday morn-
ing, September 29th , at Barnes and Noble to
Kick-Offt hi s year 6s fAVote for
stories, activities, and food! It is also the start of
thenewi Barnes & Nobl e Bookf
Through October 5th, all purchases accompa-
nied by Barnes and Nobl ed
will earn a donation of 20% of the net sales to
Leon County Reading Counc
drop! (see vouchers on page 6)

Then on October 13th you will be rewarded
by B & N with an Educator
day you will receive 25% off all purchases and
be treated to an LCRC program, featuring our
Writing Contest winners.

The schedule for the Vote for Books curricu-
lum programs to be held at different schools will
be announced soon. Maybe your school would
like to host one!

NEW LCRC WEBSITE!
Our new LCRC website is the place to look for the latest announcements
throughout the year. Check us out at:

http://lcrc.pbwiki.com

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

6" Annual Young Authors Writing Contest

You will soon be receiving information about the 3rd Placed Rachel Rumana, 2nd grade, Holy Com-
6th annual Young Authors Writing Contest. The forter
chairs this year are Teresa Hollis and Nancy Red- Third-Fifth Grade
dick. The deadline for submitting entries will be 1st Placed Allison Marie Prater, 4th grade, Gilchrist
January 11, 2008 . 2nd Placed Kaitlyn Sisk, 4th grade, W.T. Moore
Last yeards winners had 3rdPlaced Kelsey Thabes, 4th grade, Roberts r-
ing their stories printed in a special insert in the Tal- Sixth-Eighth Grade

lahassee Democrat! They also had the opportunity 1st Placed Wendy Pomidor, 8th grade, FSUS

to enjoy a workshop wi t-h 2ndPlaced Dallas Perkins, 8th grade, FSUS

winning young adult author, Adrian Fogelin. 3rd Placed Hayden Forehand, 8th grade, Corner-
: . stone

Meet the winners: Ninth-Twelfth Grade

1st Placed Mike Steffy, 11th grade, Lincoln

2nd Placed Jodeci Richards, 9th grade, FSUS

3rd Placed Mark Hays, 11th grade, Chiles

Kindergarten
1st Placed Catherine Lehman, Home Schooled

2nd Placed Sai Ennam, Buck Lake

3rd Placed Nicholas Ferrara, Buck Lake
Elsrts Ig?;cdeg eJCeOrz(rjn;;[I?r?;bes, 2nd grade, Roberts Sta_rt now to get your students _e_xcited about partici-
2nd Placed Anna McDonald, 2nd grade, W.T. pating in the Young Authors Writing Contest!

Moore




Middle School Poets UNITE!

By Sharon Hinsley

The second annual Leon County Reading Council's Middle School Poetry Contest was held
at Rickards High School in April with more than 30 poets from Cobb, Deerlake, Florida High, Holy
Comforter, and Nims middle schools. Their writing contained topics such as peer pressure, relation-
ship struggles, school conflicts, the future, and hypocrisy. Cobb Middle School Media Specialist
Jenny Beyer organized the event wi tihtheinresidpntpbeat o m F
and language arts teacher. He introduced each student poet and entertained the crowd by perform-
ing several poems.

AThe Reading Council started the Poe-$choglstd-am b
dents a forum to express their feelings and show
second year we've had the contest, and | am just blown away by the creative talent present in these
students. o0

AWe are grateful that these students have a p
ings said. AnPoetry is a vital form of artistic e
tinue writing and performing. o

Local professional poets Carmita McCall and Rosalyn Webb served as entertainment for the
evening, using singing and poetry to wow the crowd and inspire students to follow their dreams.

ARAGAS AR A A AR A A AR A A ARAG IS ASAG IS ASAGAGASAGABASAG AR AR A A AG A A AR A AT A AR AT A A A A A
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pie Congratulations to the 2007 Poetry Jam Winners! pie

AL FirstPlace: Raphaell a Medina, @ARabbit Behind he

Yo SecondPlace: Mi cheline Antoine, fAWhat Has Happened
¥e ThirdPlace: Kearstin Rew, flt's Just Me, 0o WNi ms
Yo Most Inspirational : Breannah Evor a, il ' m t he Futurié,(‘)

i Funniest: Matt Sul |l i van, iThe Hypocrite,b?—loly
PAc PAc

PAe
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Why Join LCRC?

No matter what subject or grade | teach, | am a Reading Teacher!
| want to motivate my students to become excited about all areas of literacy!
I love sharing and receiving new ideas to update my lessons!
| love socializing with my peers who love learning!
| am always looking for professional development opportunities!
| am a literature and author junkie!
| believe in supporting literacy in the community and globally!
Pl usée. :
Reading Council functions are fun!!!!

RECRUIT A FRIEND TO JOIN LCRC WITH YOU TODAY!




Visit the Barnes and Noble Bookfair and Benefit LCRC!

Leon County Reading

_ Leon County Reading Leon County Reading
Council

Council Council

Present these vouchers with every purchase you make at
Barnes and Noble at the Tallahassee Mall from
September 29th through October 5th
A donation will be made by Barnes and Noble of 20% of the
net sales to the Leon County Reading Council!

You may reproduce these and share them with your school
parents and friends.




